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The vibrant Lion Dance performance marked 
the exciting kickoff to the Piu Sik Parade, 
officially launching the Bun Festival, a joyful 
celebration of Hong Kong culture.

In light of the government’s request for
$486 billion in new spending, without a
budget, I believe Canadians must ask

Mr. Carney to share with us his spending
and taxation plans, and the impact of
those plans on Canada’s deficit, debt and
economic projections - and do it now, not
months from now.

	h Canada is currently facing mounting economic uncertainty, record 
levels of debt issuance, mounting interest expenses, and a fragile 
fiscal outlook.

	h The absence of a comprehensive federal budget undermines public 
confidence, investor stability, and democratic accountability.

	h A government operating without a budget could weaken economic 
confidence, and leave Canadians uninformed about how their tax 
dollars will be allocated.

	h The absence of a budget from a legacy government (the first in our 
history) represents the absence of a plan for Canada’s economy and 
fiscal position.

I have tabled a petition calling for a budget 
now. If you wish to add your name, scan this QR 
code or go to my website (GregMcLeanMP.ca) - 
link on home page.

Greg McLean MP
Calgary Centre
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June 2025

BUDGET NEEDED NOW
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Swearing In: May 22, 2025ON THE RECORD

I was interviewed on As It Happens following the election regarding Albertans’ concerns 
about federal government policies. I also asked the Finance Minister in Question Period if 
Canadians deserve to see a budget. Scan the codes or visit my website under the News tab.

I met folks at the Lilac Festival on June 1 
(above) and will have tents at Inglewood 
SunFest (July 26), Marda Gras (August 10), 
and the Chinatown Street Festival (August 
16). I’ll also be attending many Stampede 
and summer events in Calgary Centre, like 
the volunteers’ BBQ (below). See you there!



On May 27, King Charles III read the 
Throne Speech to open the 45th 
Parliament, only the third time in 

Canada’s history that the Sovereign has opened 
Parliament in person. Though the speech is 
written entirely by the Prime Minister’s office 
to indicate the direction in which the country 

will be guided over the term of this Parliament, the pageantry and symbolism 
of having the King read the Speech was a spectacle enjoyed by Canadians 
across the country, many of whom would not normally have paid attention to the 
Speech.

The Throne Speech is intended to be a high level blueprint of the government’s 
plan. In this case, however, since Canada’s 
Parliament has not convened since last 
December, and we now know that we won’t see 
any semblance of a national budget until the fall 
session of Parliament, one might have expected 
more detail or more indication of direction.

Canada has a legacy government with a Prime 
Minister who campaigned on “change”. One 
might have hoped for a glimpse of a more 
developed plan for change.

NEW HOUSING BUREAUCRACY
The one area where the Prime Minister is advancing an agenda and fulfilling an 
election promise is the intention to establish a brand-new top-down bureaucracy 
to build houses. 

There is probably no greater failing felt by Canadians over the past decade than 
the government’s mismanagement of housing.  House prices are increasingly out 
of reach for many working Canadians, and paying for rent and mortgages now 
encompasses a much higher proportion of Canadians’ income.  

And nothing is more indicative of how the government deals with this failing 
than the expansion of spending at the Canadian Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation – the government’s bureaucracy that deals with housing.  The more 
they spend, the fewer homes get built, and the more expensive they become 
for Canadians.  And now, the Prime Minister is proposing a whole new house-
building bureaucracy.  In my opinion, this will be a disastrous misdirection and 
misallocation of Canadian taxpayer funds.

One of the democratic tasks that the House of Commons still performs – despite 
the watering down of democratic norms over the past decade – is the need for 
Canada’s Members of Parliament to authorize actual spending.  This process is 
known as “Estimates” – as it represents the government’s request to the House of 
Commons about where it is “estimating” it will spend taxpayer funds – on a line 
by line basis - which we examine and approve.  

There are often three sets of these Estimates in each fiscal year, as spending 
requirements change.  The final figures are enumerated in “Public Accounts”, 
which indicates where the government actually spent the funds – rather than 
where they were planned to be spent.  So, it’s a three-stage process:  1) Budget 
announcement; 2) Estimates approval; and 3) Public Accounts reporting.

This is the first time in decades (outside the pandemic) that the government 
has released Main Estimates without providing a Budget for context.

These estimates request Parliament to authorize half a trillion dollars in 
spending ($486 billion). This will increase government spending by 8%, with the 
lion’s share going to bureaucracy, consultants, and contractors.

The already bloated bureaucracy will grow by 6%—more than double the 
combined rate of inflation and population growth. Worse, spending on outside 
consultants will increase from $21 billion to $26 billion a year. During the 
election, I identified unnecessary spending on consultants as an area where 
government should DECREASE expenditures, not double down with more.

High government spending triggers inflation and keeps interest rates high. 
Ten years of excess spending is at the root of today’s cost-of-living and 
affordability issues.

Canada cannot afford a government that is even more expensive than the last 
one - and especially when it refuses to table a budget for another six months. 
Canadians deserve to see how all this money is being spent, and what the plan 
is for the increase in expenditures, and what outcomes can be foreseen. 

THE THRONE SPEECH BUDGET ESTIMATES I am very pleased to have been asked to Chair the 
Conservative Economic Growth Council.

Our mandate is to identify the root causes of Canada’s economic 
stagnation and propose practical solutions to unleash Canada’s full 
economic potential and bring it back from its position as the economic 
laggard of the developed world.

I have been a regular analyst and critic of Canada’s bad economic 
strategy, which has led to financial hardship for individual Canadians and 
for Canadian businesses. This is an opportunity for me to outline a plan for 
a better approach. 

Canada has weak economic growth, declining 
productivity, a rising cost of living, and lower real 
incomes for workers. People are paying the price, as 
wages fail to keep up with expenses, leaving an entire 
generation unable to afford homes or even basic 
necessities like food, causing food bank usage to 
skyrocket.

I will have two co-chairs: MP Gaétan Malette from 
northern Ontario and former MP Rick Perkins from Nova 
Scotia.

The aims of our examination and pursuant recommendation will be 
focused on:  

1. Greater buying power with earnings that rise faster than prices so 
Canadians get better living standards. 

2. More growth to fund stronger defence 
and borders and better social programs.

We will publish a comprehensive report with 
findings and policy recommendations. We 
also plan to discuss the report in Parliament. 

ECONOMIC GROWTH COUNCIL

Rick Perkins
Gaétan Malette

I discussed the Council’s work on Power & Politics. Scan the QR code to 
see the video, or find it under News on my website (GregMcLeanMP.ca)

Scan this code to 
see my response to 
the Speech from the 
Throne, or visit my 
website under the 
“News” tab


