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This video may surprise you. It reveals the extent to which our 
neighbour Russia is expanding its military 
presence in the far north. Even more 
surprising is that Beijing has now declared 
the PRC a “near Arctic state”, and is visiting 
our waters uninvited.

The reason is simple: they covet a northern 
sea passage for shipping. They likely 

also want access to our valuable resources. They know 
Canada isn’t strong enough to defend our own waters 
and northern lands. And we can no longer depend upon 
the United States to do it for us.

The Conservative Party has released a plan to shore up 
Canada’s presence in our Arctic territories and put Canada first:  
 
1. Double the size of the 1st Patrol Group of the Canadian Rangers, from 2,000 
to 4,000 Rangers.  

 The Canadian Rangers provide self-sufficient mobile forces to support the 
military. Doubling the number of Rangers will ensure they can continue to report 
suspicious and unusual activities while providing local knowledge and expertise. 
 
2. Acquire two additional polar icebreakers for the Royal Canadian Navy.  
 
 This is in addition to delivering the two polar icebreakers the Seaspan and 
Davie shipyards are now building for the Coast Guard. We will get those finished 
by 2029 for a total of four icebreaking ships. 
 
3. Build at least one permanent Arctic military base within two years. 

 Iqaluit already has a Forward Operating Location and a 
functional airport and seaport that can accommodate the 
Royal Canadian Air Force. The base will be able to host a full 
RCAF wing to launch and land new F-35 fighter jets to deter, 
intercept, and destroy threats, and land Poseidon aircraft to 
carry out search and rescue, anti-submarine warfare, and 
intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance (ISR) work. 

 

 

OUR NORTHERN FLANK
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Front cover: Consultation with Sudanese community about the 
humanitarian crisis and what Canada can do.



We must put CANADA FIRST.
Canada is the United States’ closest neighbour, greatest ally and 
best friend. There is no justification for President Trump’s aggressive 
treatment of Canada. But we must respond to protect our country.

Parliament must pass Canada First legislation that will:

1. Respond with tariffs carefully aimed at maximizing impact on American 
companies while minimizing impact on Canadians. That means targeting U.S. 
products that we can make ourselves, buy elsewhere, or do without. 

2. Put all the tariff revenues into help for affected workers and businesses; 
Government should not keep a dime of the new revenue. 

3. Pass an emergency tax cut to bolster the economy, slow inflation, and save 
and create jobs. The carbon tax and capital gains tax hikes must be the first to go.

4. Immediately scrap the anti-resource law C-69 (“no more pipelines” bill) and 
greenlight LNG plans, pipelines, mines, factories, and port expansions, so we can 
sell and send our valuable products to diversified overseas markets.

5. Bring in truly free trade within Canada by knocking down interprovincial 
barriers to help replace lost north-south trade with east-west trade and to make 
us more self-reliant. More on that in third panel.

6. Rebuild our military and take back control of our borders to regain the 
confidence of our partners, assert our sovereignty, protect our people, and put 
Canada First. More on that in middle panel.

Interprovincial barriers to trade cost the Canadian economy - 
and consumers. It is one of the first places we can and should 
take action to insulate our own economy from outside threats. 

Conservatives have proposed the following strategy:

1.	 Bring the Premiers together to agree on removing as many exemptions as 
possible that block movement of goods and services between provinces.

2.	 Prioritize an agreement on one standard set of 
trucking rules to get billions of dollars of goods 
moving east-west instead of only north-south. This 
move alone would boost GDP by $1.6 billion. 

3.	 Create a Blue Seal Professional Licensing 
Standard so doctors, nurses and engineers 
can work in all provinces and territories, and 
Canadians trained abroad can quickly get certified 
and working by meeting consistent Canadian 
standards. 

4.	 Offer provinces a Free Trade Bonus: every trade 
barrier removed will generate more GDP and revenue. This increased tax 
revenue will go to provinces. As this bonus would only be paid out of boosted 
government revenues from free trade, it would not add to the massive deficit. 

Drugs
49,000 Canadians have died of opioid overdoses in the last nine years, with many of 
the deadly drug ingredients imported from China and Mexico. In British Columbia, 
police discovered a superlab containing enough fentanyl and materials to make as 
many as 95 million doses. 

Only 1% of shipping containers are inspected coming into our country, allowing 
drugs and guns to sneak through in the other 99%.

Guns
Under this government, gun-related crime is up 116%. The Toronto Police 
Association says that 85% of gun offenders use illegal firearms brought across our 
border from the United States. 

Criminals and Terrorists
This government has let multiple criminals into Canada. They admit they have lost 
count of the number of people who are in Canada illegally. One government report 
guess-timated it could be between 20,000 and 500,000 people.

A Conservative Six-Point Strategy:
1. Call up Canadian Forces troops to temporarily patrol the border with military 
helicopters and surveillance. Do it now, while permanent measures are developed.

2. Add at least 2,000 border agents. 

3. Extend CBSA powers along the entire border, not just crossings.

4. Install border surveillance towers as well as truck-mounted drone systems to 
spot border incursions.

5. Install high-powered scanners at all major land crossings and shipping ports - 
scanners that can see through container walls or vehicles to spot drugs, guns and 
stolen vehicles.

6. Track departures so government officials know which deportees are still in 
Canada illegally.

	X To pay for these measures, Conservatives will scrap the failed gun buyback 
from legal owners, which after four years and $67 million, has not yet taken a 
single gun off the streets. Ending this will save a planned $600 million expense. 

	X We will also cut the $21 billion a year in pricey outside consultants, and phase 
out thousands of back-office bureaucratic jobs through attrition. Under this 
government, the public service has grown by 110,000 jobs - about 41%.

FIXING OUR BORDERS

Interprovincial Trade

 We trade more with the world than with 
ourselves because of internal trade barriers.

 In 2023, international trade was worth 66% of 
GDP, but interprovincial trade only worth 36%. 

 Economist Trevor Tombe estimated that 
eliminating all interprovincial trade barriers 
would boost Canada’s economy by as much as 
7.9% and generate an economic boost of $200 
billion per year, or $5,100 per person.  

Free trade in Canada would not be enough 
to displace the U.S. market, but it will make 
Canada less dependent on forces and 

countries outside of our control.  


