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Susan --
Welcome to 2023!

The House of Commons returns on Monday (January 30) and we have a lot of
issues on our plate.

A couple of committees have been meeting over the holidays:

Standing Committee on Government Operations and Estimates: has begun
looking into the contracts for over $100 million that have been given to
McKinsey and Company since the Liberal election win in 2015 - a full 50 times
as much money as the Harper government awarded McKinsey over nine years
in office ($2.2 million total). And there's more! Details below. Follow the
committee here.

Standing Committee on Transport, Infrastructure and Communities: met on
January 12 and again today to investigate the travel chaos over Christmas.
While the government doesn't control the weather or how the airlines respond, it
is responsible for the consumers' right to reasonable treatment, and the
travelers' bill of rights which evidently requires strengthening and enforcement.
Follow the committee here.
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Inflation, combined with rising interest rates, continues to be the issue | hear
about most often from constituents. The government is piling on with more new
taxes in 2023. This will continue to be a focus for me, along with advancing a
balanced approach between environmental protection and Canada's responsible
energy production. The world needs more Canadian energy - they are asking
again and again for help (most recently Japan and Germany). Our industry is
stepping up with new technology and emissions control. The world seems to
believe that Canada can be the answer to their energy woes, but this Prime
Minister continues to insist there is no business case for Canadian energy

exports.

NEW TAXES

If you receive a paycheque, you have probably already noticed that it was
smaller in January than it was in December, due in part to higher payroll
deductions for CPP and El. Both of these programs are on stable financial
grounds, so it is unnecessary to be reducing your take-home pay when so many
other basic expenses are ratcheting up. This could have been delayed or even
cancelled without imperiling those programs.

You will also know that the carbon tax is going up on April 1 by 30% (from
$50 to $65/tonne). You may have noticed on your utility bill that the government
also charges you GST on the carbon tax - a tax on a tax. They get away with
this by calling it a "carbon levy", but whatever you call it, the GST further fills the
government's coffers at your expense.

We already know from the Parliamentary Budget Officer that 60% of Albertans
will pay more in carbon tax than their rebate returns (an average of $671
more per household in 2022-23). The Liberals continue to claim that most
people will get more back than they spend. See PBO report here.

By the way, the federal government has spent $116 million to administer the
carbon tax since 2019; 330 public servants are tasked with administering the tax
and rebates.
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But wait - there's more to come!

"Escalator Taxes" are sneaky taxes that go through Parliament only once

but increase annually for years and years.

o This hidden tax will automatically increase by 6.3% on April 1st on beer,
wine and spirits.

» Already, nearly half the price you pay for beer, two-thirds of the price on
wine, and three-quarters of the price on spirits - is tax.

e This will pour another $45 million into the government treasury to spend on

... well, see next story for what they are spending it on.

BILLIONS FOR CONTRACTORS WHILE PUBLIC
SERVICE BLOATS

You will know that | advocate for more prudent government spending - to
keep more money in your pocket, to dampen inflation, and because
government is racking up debt that our kids will have to service with
interest payments and eventually be obligated to pay back.

One example | often point to is how much money the government spends on
outside contractors - often sole-sourced (that is, no competition for the contract)
and frequently without any transparent Return on Investment.

Carleton University has completed a database of the known outside contracts
awarded since 2017-18. They found $15.1 Billion in 20271-22 alone. Browse the
database for yourself here.

McKinsey and Company is probably the highest profile recipient, given their
close ties to the Liberal Government. But they are not the only ones. Consulting
firms like Ernst & Young, PricewaterhouseCoopers, Accenture, KPMG and
Deloitte have also raked in a combined $368.8 million in "professional services",
just since 2018. There is little explanation of what work was done or what benefit
Canadians received.

ArriveCAN Contracts: We've also seen news stories about the development of
the ArriveCAN app. The government gave a two-person home-based business
$44 million. They in turn sub-contracted the work to six big international
companies, which in turn hired people to actually do the work (at up to
$1500/day). Everyone along the way took a commission. Even Prime Minister
Trudeau was forced to call the arrangement illogical and inefficient.
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Ottawa has awarded 23 contracts
to McKinsey since 2015, with a total value of

$101.4-MILLION

The Globe and Mail | January 16, 2023

Public Service Growing Rapidly

All these contracts don't mean fewer public servants. The Treasury Board says
the public service has grown to a total of 335,957, up from 257,034 in 2015
when the Liberals were elected (an increase of 79,000, or 31% over 7
years). That doesn't include 28,000 who are on leave, not receiving a salary but
still entitled to various benefits.

The government has tabled estimates that the Parliamentary Budget Officer
says will increase that number to 409,000 by 2026.

The wage bill is currently $55 billion (averaging $121,000 per employee).

The public service is concerned about the scale of this contracting out. Many
employees are well educated and experienced, and are hired for their ability to
advise the government on policy and programs. When the government chooses
very highly paid outsiders instead, our public service asks the same question we
are asking: why the obvious and expensive duplication of effort?

https://mclean.nationbuilder.com/admin/broadcasters/2/mailings/87/html_preview 4/9



1/26/23, 9:34 AM NationBuilder

The growth of Canada's civil service

Number of active full-time public-service workers
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The public service data does not include members of the Canadian military, or civilian or uniformed employees of the RCMP. Nor
does it reflect workers at Crown corporations such as Canada Post, VIA Rail, or CBC/Radio-Canada.
Data based on fiscal years ending March 31.

Source: Treasury Board of Canada » CBC News

TRAVEL CHAOS REQUIRES GOVERNMENT
ACTION

While the government doesn’t control the weather, it does have jurisdiction over
how air and rail providers handle disruptions to customers.

The Canadian Transportation Agency is supposed to hold airlines
accountable for delivering the service they have sold in good faith to
customers. There are also supposed to be rules about compensation when an
airline is unable to deliver.

Over Christmas, thousands of Canadians were stranded without access to food
and water or sanitary conditions. Most received inaccurate - or non-existent -
information about rebooked flights and the whereabouts of their luggage. Many
were shuffled between hotels, or found themselves sleeping on airport floors or
in hotel lobbies.

Bad weather is no excuse for incompetence, especially in Canada where
cold weather and winter storms are the norm. Airlines were supported by
taxpayers' money through COVID - now they need to deliver on better customer
service.

Conservative Leader Pierre Poilieve said: "That’s what the agency’s there for;
it is a federal agency, it is the machinery of government, and it is the
responsibility of the Prime Minister to make that agency work.”
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The Transport Committee is calling witnesses to explore how consumer
protection can be strengthened and enforced, including potentially putting the
onus on airlines to immediately offer compensation rather than forcing
passengers to apply and wait. They will also ask the Transport Minister why he
waited until January 5 to contact the airlines about the chaos over the holidays.

AROUND CALGARY CENTRE
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Officially opening the Glenbow Museum's exhibit of Chinese artifacts at

the Chinese Cultural Centre.

Pictured here with Chinese Cultural Centre Chairman Malcolm Chow, and
MP Pat Kelly.

https://mclean.nationbuilder.com/admin/broadcasters/2/mailings/87/html_preview




1/26/23, 9:34 AM NationBuilder

' i
In December | spoke with students and answered all their questions at
Clearwater Academy. One of the best parts of my job.
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Also in December, | stepped back into my old field of start-up financing,
and toured Platform Calgary, hosted by President and CEO Terry Rock.
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Their plan for our technology industry incubation is impressively granular
and results-focused.

Please get in touch if there's anything my office can do for you.
Greg McLean, M.P.

Calgary Centre

403-244-1880

Greg.McLean@parl.gc.ca

GregMcLeanMP.ca
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You are receiving this email from Greg McLean M.P. because you have recently interacted
with his office, you are a supporter of Greg McLean, or previously signed up for this
newsletter. This email was sent to catalyst.mgt@shaw.ca. If you no longer wish to receive
our emails, you can click here to unsubscribe at any time. Thank you for your support!
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